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habits this same section of the palace. Besides these notables,
a crowd of full sixty or seventy attendants, mostly negroes, are
lodged within the precincts; while all and each, from the highest
to the lowest, have their separate apartments for numerous
wives; and, again, every single household is entirely distincl
from the rest: hence niy readers may imagine how vast and ho\v
ill-assorted this mass of building must be. Lastly, there exists
on the left a long courtyard or area, corresponding to that
already mentioned on the right; and here too is situated the
Bab-es-Sirr, or secret gate, constructed to serve in the even
tualities of a siege, of treason, or other desperate emergencies.
The entire hive of habitations is surrounded by high walls and
hollow round towers for defence; two-thirds of the circuit have
the additional safeguard of a deep trench, but without water.

If my readers have seen, as most of them undoubtedly will,
the Paris Tuileries, they may hereby know that the whole extent
of Feysul's palace equals about two-thirds of that construction,
and is little inferior to it in height; if indeed we except the
angular pyramidal roofs or extinguishers peculiar to the French
edifice. But in ornament the Parisian pile has the better of it,
for there is small pretension to architectural embellishment in
this Wahhabee Louvre. Without, within, every other consi-
deration has been sacrificed to strength and security; and the
outer view of Newgate, at any rate, bears a very strong resem-
blance to the general effect of Feysul's palace. However, this
latter is at any rate well furnished and fitted up, especially in
the sections allotted to the royal family themselves, to Mahboob
and to Djowhar; the upstairs rooms too are fairly lighted; not
so the ground-stor.ey, which would be all the better for gas, could
it but be introduced here.

I should have said that the quarter set apart for royalty, that
is, Feysul and his many queens, is itself a quadrangle with an
inner court, but into this T was never permitted to enter; these
are family apartments on which no prying eye may look. The
divan for special receptions, the only room hereabouts into
which a stranger can be introduced, is large and comfortable,
being about fifty feet long, twenty or more in breadth, and
high in proportion.

In the first court, and in that on the left where resides
the valorous Aboo-Shems, several rusty specimens of artillery